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W e have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statelneuts of the Town of Bernice, as of and for the 
year ended December 31, 2000, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are the 
responsibility of the Town of Bern ice's, m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general- 
purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of tile United 
States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit als0 includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the Town of Bern ice, as of December 31, 2000, and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended ill conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Govern ment Auditin~ Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 4, 2001, on our 
consideration of the Town of Bernice's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an integral part ofan audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering 
the resuhs of our audit. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements of the 
Town of Bernice, taken as a whole. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office of M  
Stale~ Local Governm ents. and N on-Profit Organizations. and 

anagement and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of 
is not a required part of the general-purpose financia 

statements. Also, the supplemental schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected 
to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is 
fairly slated in all m aterial respects, in relation to the general-purp ose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

M AP, CUS, ROBINSON & HASSELL 
M onroe, Louisiana 
June 4, 2001 



 

TOW N OF BERNICE. LOUISIANA [ 
COM BINED BALAN CE SHEETS - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

DECEM BER 31. 2000 

GOVERNM ENTAL PROPFd ETARY 
FUND TYPES FUND TYPE 

SPECIAL 
GEN ERA L REVEN UE ENTERPRISE 

ASSETS 
Current 
Cash 6,741 188,352 12,281 
A ccounts Receivable 2,025 0 38,667 
D ue From State 0 0 0 
Due From Federal Govern m ent 3,678 0 0 
Accrued Inlerest Receivable 0 1,552 0 
Properly Taxes Receivable 11,666 0 0 
Due fi'om Other Funds 10,880 0 0 
Inventory Supplies 0 0 2,533 
Prepaid Insurance 4,610 0 0 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 39.600 189.904 53.481 

Restricted Assets 
Cash in Bank 0 0 100,766 
Cash - Savings A ccounts - 
Replacem ent & Extension 0 0 27,644 
Accrued Interest Receivable 0 0 i  2,177 

TOTAL RESTRICTED A SSETS 0 0 130.587 

Properly, Planl, and Equipm ent - 
Net of Allowance for Depreciation 0 0 1,586,976 

General Fixed Assets 0 0 0 

TOTAL A SSETS 39.600 189.904 1.771.044 



 



 



 



 



TO W N OF BERN ICE. LO U ISIAN A 
STATEM ENT OF REVEN UE EXPENDITURES AND CHAN GES IN FUND BALANCES 

BUDGET (GA AP BA SIS) AN D ACTUAL - 
G EN ERAL AN D SPECIAL REVEN UE TY PES 
FO R THE Y EAR EN DED DECEM BER 31 2000 

REVEN UE 
Fines 
Licenses 
Tobacco & Beverage Tax 
Fees - Louisiana Power & Light 
Fees - Arkla Gas 
Ad Valorem Taxes 
State Revenue Sharing 
Cable TV Franchise Fee 
M iscellaneous 
Sanitation Fee Incom e 
Building Perm its 
Rent Incom e 
Lots Sold 
Sales Tax 
hllcresI Incom e 
Federal Grants 
State Grants 

TOTAL REVEN UE 

EX PEN D ITU RES 
Adm inistrative 
Public Safety 
Strecls and Sanitalion 
General 
Capital O utlay 

TO TA L EXPEN DITURES 

EX CESS (DEFICIEN CY) OF REVEN UE 

OTItER FINAN CING SOURCES (U SES 
Operating Transfers In: 
Operating Transfers out: 

TOTA L OTIIER FINAN CING SOURCES (U SES 
EX CESS (D EFICIEN CY ) OF REV EN UE 

AND OTI IER SOURCES OVER (UNDER 
EXPEN DITURES AN D OTH ER U SES 

FUND BALAN CE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 
FUND BALAN CE AT EN D OF YEAR 

GEN ERA L FUN D VARIABLE 
FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

22,500 
37,256 
7,601 
23,022 
6,000 
18,000 
1,200 
6,000 
1,168 

42,000 
0 

6,000 
0 
0 
0 
0 

25,000 
195,747 

28,800 
157,860 
58,771 
123,374 
25,000 
393,805 

21,662 
38,046 
7,601 
23,318 
5,588 
20,261 
1,101 
6,116 
1,439 

42,815 
25 

6,000 
244 
0 
0 

24,918 
27,500 
226,634 

28,337 
162,150 
58,949 
132,567 
42,328 
424,331 

(198,058) (197,697) 

222,000 
( 8,400) 
213,600 

15,542 

23,253 
38,795 

See Accompanying Notes 

212,000 
( 8,400) 
203,600 

5,903 

23,253 
29,156 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

(838) 
790 
0 

296 

(412) 
2,261 

(99) 
116 
271 
815 
25 
0 

244 
0 
0 

24,918 
2,500 
30,887 

463 

(4,290) 
(178) 

(9,193) 
(17,328) 
(30,526) 

361 

(1o,ooo) 
0 

(10,000) 



SPECIAL REVEN UE FUN D S 

BUDGET 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

223,000 
2,628 

129,920 
0 

355.548 

0 
4,800 

0 
15,814 
122,506 
143,120 

VARIAN CE 
FA VORABLE 

ACTUAL(UN FAVORABLE 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

213,612 
9,480 

129,920 
0 

353,012 

0 
4,800 

0 
15,814 
122,506 
143,120 

212,428 209,892 

8,400 

(222,000) 
(213,600) 

8,400 
(212,000) 
(203,600) 

1,172 6,292 

183,612 
182,440 

183,612 
189,904 

TOTALS (M EM O ON LY 
2000 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

22,500 
37,256 
7,601 
23,022 
6,000 
18,000 
1,200 
6,000 
1,168 

42,000 
0 

6,000 
0 

223,000 
2,628 

129,920 
25,000 
551,295 

28,800 
162,660 
58,771 
139,188 
147,506 
536,925 

21,662 
38,046 
7,601 
23,318 
5,588 
20,261 
1,101 
6,116 
1,439 

42,815 
25 

6,000 
244 

213,612 
9,480 

154,838 
_._ 27,500 
579,646 

28,337 
166,950 
58,949 
148,381 
164,834 
567,451 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

(838) 
790 
0 

296 
(412) 
2,261 

(99) 
116 
271 
815 
25 
0 

244 

(9,388) 
6,852 
24,918 
2,500 
28,351 

463 

(4,290) 
(178) 

(9,193) 
(17,328) 
(30,526) 

1999 

ACTUAl, 

35,938 
42,586 
9,970 
21,669 
5,631 
20,641 
1,243 
5,554 
8,840 
35,913 

335 
6,000 
758 

197,988 
7,167 
28,893 

~ 31,086 
460,212 

29,255 
155,163 
57,065 
138,272 
33,591 
413,346 

14,370 12,195 (2,175) 46,866 

0 230,400 
10,000 (230,400) 
10,000 0 

14,370 

206,865 
221,235 

220,400 

(220,400) 
0 

12,195 

206,865 
219,060 

(10,000) 
10,000 

0 

(2,175) 

0 
(2,175) 

167,600 
(198,600) 
(31,000) 

15,866 

190,999 
206,865 

L 



TOW N OF BERN ICE, LOUISIAN A 
STATEM ENT OF REVENUE. EXPEN SES 

OPERATIN G REVEN UE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 2000 

W ater Sales 
Sewer Sales 
W ater & Sewer Connection Fees 
State Grants 
Other 

TOTAL OPERATING INCOM E 

OPERATING EXPEN SES 
Bad Debt Expense 
Billing D epartm ent 
D epreciation 
Insurance 
M iscellaneous 
Payroll Tax Expense 
Repairs 
Salaries 
Sewer Test 
Supplies 
Vehicle Expense 
U tilities 

TOTA L OPERATIN G EXPEN SE 

NCOM E (LOSS) FROM  OPERATIONS 

)N -OPERATIN G RE 
Interest Revenue 
Interest Expense 
Operating Transfers In 
Operating Transfers Out 

N ET LOSS 

RETAINED EARN INGS AT 

D EARN IN 

See Accompanying Notes 

9 

TOTAL 

PROPRIETARY (MEMO ONLY) 
FUN D TYPES 

189,203 
71,961 
15,329 
1,625 
1,747 

279,865 

2,660 
5,354 
77,150 
32,695 
2,579 
3,700 
17,955 
94,181 
3,351 
28,648 
5,471 
35,901 
309,645 

168,650 
54,678 
11,077 
3,608 
885 

238.898 

1,009 
6,526 
75,540 

0 
184 

6,520 
23,232 
75,938 
3,395 
34,571 
4,121 
36,462 
267,498 

(29,780) (28,600) 

4,665 

(40,707) 
0 
0 

(36,042) 

(65,822) 

(610,128) 

(675,950) 

6,462 

(41,218) 
31,000 

0 

(3,756) 

(32,356) 

(577,772) 

[610,128) 



W S FROM  OP 

THE TOW N OF BERNICE, LOUISIANA 
STATEM ENT OF CA SH FLOW S 

ENTERPRISE FU ND 
FO R TIlE Y EA R EN D ED D ECEM BER 31 2000 

Cash Received from Custom ers 
Cash Paym ents to Suppliers for Goods and Services 
Cash Payments to Employees for Serv ices 
Cash Received for Other Operating Income 

NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

CASH FLOW S FROM  CAPITAL AN D RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
Principal Paid on Revenue Bond M aturities 
Acquisition and Conslruction of Capilal Assets 
Interest Paid on Revenue Bonds 
Transfer In - Sales Tax Fund 

N ET U SED 1N CA PITAL AN D RELATED FINAN CING ACTIVITIES 

CASII FLOW S FROM  INVESTING ACTIVITIES 
Interest on Investm ents 

N ET CASH PROVIDED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES 

N ET INCREASE IN CA SIt AN D CA SH EOU IVALENTS 

CA SH AN D CA SH EOU IVA LEN TS AT BEGINN ING OF YEAR 

CAStt AN D CASH EOU1VALENTS AT END OF YEAR 

CASII SUM M ARY 
Unrestricted Cash 
Restricted Cash 
Restricted Cash - Savings 

See Accompanying Notes 

274,366 

(140,977) 
(94,181) 
12,565 

51.773 

(8,956) 
0 

(40,596) 
0 

(49,552) 

5,349 

5,349 

7,570 

133,121 

140,691 

12,281 
100,766 
27,644 
140,691 

[ 



TOW N OF BERNICE 
STATEM ENT OF CASH FLOW S (CONTINUED 

ENTERPRISE FUND 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 2000 

ERA 
~,OVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

Operating Income (Loss) 
Adjustments 1o Reconcile Operating Income to Net Cash 
Provided by Operating Activities 

Depreciation 
Change in Assets and Liabilities: 

Increase in Accounts Receivable 
Decrease in Inventory 
Decrease in Accounts Payable 
Decrease in Payroll Taxes Payable 
Increase in Sales Tax Payable 
Increase in M eter Deposits 
Increase in Due to Other Funds 

NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

See Accompanying N otes 

11 

(29,780) 

77.150 

(2,127) 
643 

(2,707) 
(14) 
58 

4,430 
4,120 

51,773 
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TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOUISIANA 

N Q,T_E_S TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEM BER 31,2000 

The Town of Bernice was incorporated under the provisions of the 1,awson Act. The City operates under a M ayor 
- Board of A ldermen form ofgoveru m ent. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Town of Bernice conform to generally accepted accounting 
principles as applicable to governments. 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies 

FINAN CI AI. REPORTING ENTITY 

This report includes all funds and account groups which are controlled by or dependent on the Town executive 
and legislative branches (The M ayor and Board of Aldermen). Control by or dependence on the Town was 
determined on the basis of budget adoption, taxing authority, authority to issue debt, election or appointment of 
goveru ing body, and other general overnight responsibility. 

F[IN D A CCO U N TIN G 

The accounts of the Town of Bem ice are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is 
considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self- 
balancing accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as 
appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the 
purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various 
funds are grouped, in the financial statem ents in this report, into three generic fund types and two broad fund 
categories as follows: 

_Governm ental Funds - 

Geueral Fund 
The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Town. It is used to account for all financial resources 
except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 

.~Le~.~ial Revenue Funds 
Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than special 
assessments, expendable trusts, or major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific 
purposes. 

Proprietary Fund - 

Enterprise Fund 
Enterprise funds are used to account for operations (a) that are financed and operated in a manner similar to 
private business enterprises - where the intent of the goveruing body is that the costs (expenses, including 
depreciation) of providing goods or services to the general public on a continuing basis be financed or 
recovered primarily through user charges: or (b) where tbe governing body has decided the periodic 
determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is appropriate for capital maintenance, 
public policy, m anagcrnent control, accountability, or other purposes. 

12 
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TO W N OF BERN ICE. LOUISIAN A 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Fixed Assets and Lone-term Liabilities 
The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities associated with a 
fund are determ ined by its measurem ent focus. 

All governmental fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement 
focus and only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the 
General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the govern m ental fund types when 

purchased. The Town has elected to capitalize public domain (infrastructure) fixed assets consisting of 
certain improvements other than buildings, including roads, bridges, sidewalks, and drainage improvenaents. 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from govern mental funds are accounted for in tile Geueral 
Long-term Debt Account Group, of which the Town does not now have. 

All proprietary funds are accounted for on a cost of services or "capital m aintenance" m easurement focus, 
and all assets and all liabilities (whether current or non-current) associated with their activity are included on 
their balance sheets. 

Depreciation of all exhaustible fixed assets used by proprietary funds is charged as an expense against their 
operations. Depreciation has been provided over the estim ated useful lives using the straight-line m ethod. 

The estim ated useful lives are as follows 

W ater Utility - 
W ells 
Storage Tanks 
Purification Plant 
Lines& M eters 

The estim ated useful lives are as follows 

Sewerage Utility - 
Pump Stations 
Lines 
A utos and Trucks 
Other Equipm ent 

40 years 
40 years 
40 years 
40 years 

40 years 
40 years 
3-5 years 
3-10 years 

All fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estim ated cost if actual historical cost is not available. Prior to 
1978, records were not m aintained of historical cost. The water system was placed on the books at Jmm ary 1 
1978 at an estim ated value of 413,766. 



TOW N OF BERN ICE LOU ISIAN A 
N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

Basis of Accounting 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the accounts and 
reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurements m ade, 
regardless of the m easurement focus applied. 

All governm ental funds are accounted for using the accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are 
recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets. Taxpayel~assesscd income, 
gross receipts, and sales taxes are considered measurable when in the hands of collecting governments and 
are recognized as revenue at fllat time. Anticipated refunds of such taxes are recorded as liabilities and 
reductions of revenue w hen they are m easurable and their validity seem s certain. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is 
incurred. An exception to this general rule is principal and interest on long-term debt is recognized when 
due. 

All proprietary funds are accounted for using the accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized 
when they are earned, and their expenses are recognized when they are incurred. 

Budgets and Budgetary A ccountin~ 
The Town follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary dala reflected in these financial statements 

1. The Town Clerk prepares a proposed budget and subm its sam e to the M ayor and Board of Aldermen no 
later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. 

2. A sum m ary of the proposed budget is published and flae public notified that the proposed budget is 
available for public inspection. At sam e tim e, a public hearing is called. 

3. A public hearing is held on the proposed budget at least ten days after publication of the call for the 
hearing. 

4. After the holding of the public hearing and completion of all action necessary to finalize and implement 
the budget, the budget is adopted through passage of an ordinance prior to lhe commencement of the 
fiscal year for which the budget is being adopted. 

5. Budgetary am endm ents involving the transfer of funds from one department, program , or function to 
another or involving increases in expenditures resulting from revenues exceeding amounts estimaled 
require the approval of the Board of Aldemaen. 

6. All budgetary  appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

7. Budgcls for the General and Special Revenue Funds are adopted on a basis consistent with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted, or as amended 
from tim e to tim e by the Board of Alderm en. Such amendments were not m aterial in relation to the 
original appropriations. 

14 



TOW N  OF BERN ICE LOU ISIAN A 
N OTES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM EN TS 

DECEM BER 31,2000 

]nvelltories 

Inventory of supplies in both the governmental funds and proprietary fund is valued at cost (first-in, first- 
out). 

Bad Debls 
Uncollectible accounts receivable are charged directly against earnings when they are determined to be 
uncollectible. Use of this method does not result in a material difference from the valuation method required 
by generally accepled accounting principles. 

Accumulated Unr~aid Vacation. Sick Pay. and Other Employee Benefits 
The Town has a policy of accum ulating unpaid vacation and sick pay. The costs associated with lhis 
aeemnulation is im m aterial. Thus, no accrual has been recorded 

Comparative 
Comparative data for the prior year has been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order 
to provide an understanding of the changes in the Town's financial position and operations. 

Total Colum ns on Cmnbined Statem ents - Overview 
Total colum ns on the combined statem ents - overview are captioned m emorandum only to indicate thai lhey 
are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns does not present financial position, 
results of operations, or changes in financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lntcrfund elim inations have not been m ade 
in the aggregation of the data. 

AD VA LOREM  TAX ES 

Ad valorem taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. Taxes are levied by the 
Town in October or November and are actually billed to the taxpayers in November. Billed taxes become 
delinquent on January 1 of the following year. Revenues from ad valorem taxes arc budgeted in the year billed. 

The Town bills and collects its own property taxes using the assessed values determined by the tax assessor of 
Union Parish. 

For the year ended December 31, 2000, taxes were levied on property with assessed valuations totaling 
$3,837,230 and were dedicated as follows: 

General corporate purpose 5.28 m ills 

Total taxes levied were $20,261. Taxes receivable at December 31, 2000 consisted of the following: 
Taxes Receivable current roll 11,666 

NTERFUN D RECEIVA BLES PAYABLES - 

General fund 
Special Revenues Funds - 
Sales Tax Fund 
Enterprise Fund 

INTERFUND 
RECEIVABLES 

10,880 

0 
0 

INTERFUN D 
PAYABLES 

0 

0 
10,880 

L 



LON G-TERM  D EBT 

W ater Revenue Bond: 

TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOU ISIAN A 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM BER 31 2000 

W ater System Construction. Interest rate is 6% . Payment of interest only was due on October 23, 1990 and 1991 
Principal and interest is due October 23, 1992 to 2029. The original bond issuance is for 735,600. 

Debt Payable January 1, 2000 
D ebt Issued 
Debt Retired 
Debt Payable December 31,2000 
Less: Current M aturities 
Long-term D ebt 

YEAR EN DIN G 
I)ECEM BER 31, 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006-2029 

PROPERTY. PLAN T AND EOUIPM ENT 

PRIN CIPA L 
9,270 
9,827 
10,416 
11,040 
11,703 

619,099 
671,355 

ENTERPRISE FUND 
W ATER REVENUE 

BONDS 
680,311 

0 
8,956 

671,355 
9,270 

~62,os5 

INTEREST 
40,281 
39,724 
39,135 
38,511 
37,848 
520,568 
_7.~16,067 

TOTAL 
49,551 
49,551 
49,551 
49,551 
49,551 

1,139,667 

.
1,387,422 

The following is a summ ary of proprietary fund type property, plant, and equipm ent at December 31, 2000 

W ater & Sewer System 
Equipm em 
W ater System Improvements 
Land 

Less: Accumulated Depreciation 
N ET PROPERTY. PLAN T &  EOUIPM ENT 

Depreciation expense for the year ended was $77,150 

ENTERPRISE 
FUND 
2,091,132 
127,866 
988,117 

__ .7,162 
3,214,277 
1,627,301 

)~586,976 

L 



TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOU ISIAN A 
N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

_DECEM BER 31, 2000 

CI1ANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum mary of changes in general fixed assets: 

Balance 1-1-00 

Current Additions 

Current Deletions 

Balance 12-31-00 

DEDICATION OF PROCEEDS: AND FLOW  OF FUNDS - 1% Sales and Use "lax - 

The 1% sales tax was increased to 2% effective October 1, 1988 

1,824,015 

The proceeds of this tax to be dedicated and used for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, 
m aintaining, and operating fire protection facilities, purchasing fire trucks, am bulance, rescue vehicles, or other 
fire fighting, ambulance and/or rescue equipm ent: or for one or m ore of said purposes including the 

supplementing of the general revenues, said tax to be subject to funding into funds by the Town for the propose of 
m aking capital improvem ent to the extent and in the m anner perm itted by the laws of Louisiana should such 
becom e necessary. 

N I)ING LITIGATION AND CONTINGENT LIABILITIES 

The Town attoru ey has advised that there is no pending litigation against the Town 

POST RETIREM ENT BEN EFITS 

All clnployees of the Town of Beruice are members of the Social Security System . The Town contributed 
$21,234 as the employer's portion. 

TOW N OF BERNICE ELECTED OFFICIALS 

NAM E 
M inor S. Patton 

Clarence Davis, Jr 

Oliver Gene Terrall 

Rhodell M ontgom ery 

POSITION 
M ayor 

Chief-of 
Police 

Alderm an 
District 1 

Alderm an 
D istrict 2 

ADDRESS 
P. 0. Box 86 
Bernice, LA 71222 

SALARY 
9,600 

TERM  
EXPIRES 
12/31/02 

516 Gary Street 22,477 12/31/02 
Bernice, LA 71222 

197 Holley 1,200 12/31/02 
Bernice, LA 71222 

P. 0. Box 273 1,200 12/31/02 
Bernice, LA 71222 



N AM E 
Elvin Dismuke 

M ildred Ferguson 

A m y Pesne 

TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOU ISIAN A 
NOTES TO FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM BER 31 2000 

POSITION 
Alderman 
D istrict 3 

Alderman 
D istrict 4 

Alderm an 
District 5 

1 lomer Rodgers Alderman 
District 5 

TOTA L SA LARIES 

CASlt 

ADDRESS 
P. 0. Box 48 
Bernice, LA 71222 

SALARY 
1,200 

TERM  
EXPIRES 
12/31/02 

P. 0. Box 43 1,200 12/31/02 
Bernice, LA 71222 

3017 Ruberson St. 900 12/31/02 
Bernice, La 71222 

Cash Flow Information - Supplemental disclosures of cash flow information 

Cash paid during the year for 
Interest 
Incom e Taxes 

Supplemental schedule of non-cash investing and financing activities: 
There were no non-cash investing and financing activities for the year 

300 N/A 

38,077 

2000 

40,596 
0 

1999 

41,206 
0 

D isclosure of accounting policy: 
For the purposes of the statem ent of cash flows, the Town considers cash in checking accounts, savings 
accounts, and certificates of deposit to be cash and cash equivalents. 

Cash is classified into three categories to give an indication of the level of risk assum ed at year-end. Category 1 
includes investments insured or registered or securities which are held by the Town or its agent in the Town's 
name. Category 2 includes uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities arc held by the bank or 
agent in the Town's nam e. Category  3 includes uninsured or nnregistered investments with the securities held by 
the bank or agent but not in the Town's nam e. 

The carrying amount of the Town's deposits with the financial institutions was $355,498 and the book balance 
was $335,684. The bank balance is categorized as follows: 

~
,ETAINED EARNINGS - ENTERPRISE FUND 

Cateeorv 
1 

200,000 
2 

155,498 
3 
0 

The deficit in retained earn ings is created by accumulated depreciation on property, plant and equipment. Ofthe 
$3,214,277 of property, plant and equipment, 1,723,140 is from contributed capital. Thus, $878,743 or 54%  of 
accumulated depreciation that has flowed through retained earnings is attributable to the assels purchased through 
contributed capital. 
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I/ar~ey Marcus, CPA 
John Robinson, CPA 
Doyle Hassell, CPA 

M ARCUS, ROBINSON and HASSELL 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

P. O. BOX 2896 
TELEPHONE 322-8106 

MONROE, LOUISIANA ? 1207-2896 

MEMBEK 
AMERICAN INSTHU7 E OF 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN1S 
SOCIEI~ OF LOUISIANA 

CERTIFIEI) PUBLIC ACCOUN1AN'I S 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAL 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The llonorablc M inor Patton, M ayor 
M embers of the Board of Alderm eu 
Town of Bernice, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Town of Bernice, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2000, 
and have issued our report thereon dated June 4, 2001. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 

._Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of fine United States. 

Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Town of Bernice's financial statements are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 

statements amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of 
our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed 71o instances of 
noncompliance that are required to be reported under Govern ment Auditing Standards 

nternal Control Over Financial Reoortina 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Town of Bernice's internal control over financial reporting 
in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements 
and not to provide assurance on the intern al control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal 
control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the intern al control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in 
amounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited m ay occur and not be detected 
within a timely period by employees in the norn aal course of perfornaing their assigned functions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of m anagem ent, the Board of Alderm en and the Legislative Auditor of 
Louisiana. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not limited 

M arcus, Robinson and Hassell 
June 4, 2001 19 



 



 



 



 



 



TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOU ISIAN A 
GOV ERN M ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERA L FUND 

COM PARATIVE STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES IN FUN D BALANCES 

FOR THE Y EARS ENDED DECEM BER 31 2000 AND 1999 

REVENUES 
Ad Valorem Tax 
Fines 
License 
Tobacco & Beverage Tax 
Fees - Louisiana Power & Light 
Fees - Arkla G as 
State Revenue Sharing 
Cable TV Franchise Fee 
M iscellaneous 
Sanitation Fee Incom e 
Building Permits 
Lots Sold 
Rent Incom e 
Federal Grants 
State Grants 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EX PEND ITURES 
Adm inistrative 
Public Safety 
Streets &  Sanitation 
G eneral 
Capital Outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY~ OF REVEN UES OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES 
Transfer from Sales Tax Fund 
Transfer to Special Revenue Fund 

TOTAl. OTHER FINAN CING SOURCES (USES 

OVER EXPENDITURES AN D OTHER USES 

UN D BALANCE AT BEGINN ING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

24 

2000 1999 

20,261 
21,662 
38,046 
7,601 
23,318 
5,588 
1,101 
6,116 
1,439 

42,815 
25 
244 

6,000 
24,918 

_  27,500. 
226,634 

28,337 
162,150 
58,949 
132,567 
42,328 
424,331 

20,641 
35,938 
42,586 
9,970 
21,669 
5,631 
1,243 
5,554 
8,840 
35,913 

335 
758 

6,000 
16,726 

__ _ _31,086 
242,890 

29,255 
150,363 
57,065 
113,505 

_ _ .33,591 
383,779 

(197,697) (140,889) 

212,000 
f 8,400) 
203,600 

5,903 

23,253 

_ 29,156 

155,000 
L_!2,600~ 
142,400 

1,511 

21,742 

~ _
23253 

[ 



 



J~ 

IAL 

Sales Tax - To account for the receipt and use of proceeds of the Town's sales tax. These taxes are dedicated and are 
to be used for the purpose of establishing, acquiring, constructing, m ainiaining, building, and repairing streets, roads, 
and bridges; construction and maintaining drains and drainage ditches; eslablishing, acquiring, operating, and 
m aintaining solid waste disposal facilities and equipment, therefore; including the acquisition, operation, and 
maintenance of equipment for the collection of same; constructing, operating, and maintaining sewage and water 
improvements; or for one or mole of said purposes, said tax to be subject "to funding into bonds by lhe Town for the 
purpose of m aking capital improvement to the extent and in the m anner perm itted by the laws of Louisiana. 

Street Overlay Grant - To account for community development block grant proceeds for the street overlay project. 



 



REVENU E 
Interest Incom e 
Sales Tax Collected 
Federal Grants 

TOW N OF BERN ICE. LOU ISIANA 
GOVERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE - SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

TOTAL REVEN UE 

EXPEN DITURES 
Public Safety 
General 
Capital Outlay 

TOTA L EXPEN DITURES 

EXCESS REVEN UES OV ER EXPEND ITURES 

O TItER FIN AN CIN G SO U RCES (U SES 
Transfer in - General Fund 
Transfer to General Fund 
Transfer to W ater & Sewer Fund 

TOTAL OTttER FIN AN CING U SES 

EX CESS (DEFICIEN CY ) O F REV EN UES AN D OTH ER SOU RCES OV ER 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINN ING OF YEAR 

FUN D BA LAN CE A T EN D O F Y EA R 

28 

2000 1999 

9,480 
213,612 

. 129,920 
353,012 

4,800 
15,814 
122,506 
143,120 

7,167 
197,988 

~ 12,167 
217,322 

4,800 
24,767 

0 
29,567 

209,892 187,755 

8,400 
(212,000) 

0 
(203,600) 

12,600 

(155,000) 
(31,000) 
(173,400) 

6,292 14,355 

. .|83,612 169,257 



 



 



 



 



 



TOW N  OF BERN ICE. LOUISIANA 

Land - Inside City Lim its 
Land - Outside City Limits 
Building - Old Town Hall 
Building - Old Town Hall 
Building - Old Depot 
Building & Land - Towia Hall 
Furniture & Office Equipm ent 
Police Equipment 
Police Cars 
Computer 
Civic Clubhouse 
V ehicles 
Gasoline Tank and Trailers 
Streets 
Street Department Tractor 
Fire Truck 
Capitalization of Fire Protection Grant 
Fire Protection Equipm ent 
M edical Clinic 
Copy M achine 
tlelicoptcr Pad 
Furn iture - M useum 
Street Overlay 

E 

ROI)ERTY ACQUIRED 
From : 
Federal Revenue Sharing 
General Fund Reserve 
Federal Block Grants 
Sales Tax Fund Reserve 

TOTAL INVERTM ENT IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

2000 1999 

103,235 
1,150 

75,000 
5,000 
17,497 
155,000 
13,905 
57,900 
57,927 
3,467 
25,001 
177,518 
7,546 
93,075 
31,569 
210,182 
260,117 
5,840 

154,820 
3,041 
25,000 
1,285 

503.774 

103,235 
1,150 

75,000 
5,000 
17,497 
155,000 
13,905 
57,900 
42,168 
3,467 
25,001 
177,518 
7,546 
93,075 
5,000 

210,182 
260,117 
5,840 

154,820 
3,041 
25,000 
1,285 

381,268 
1,824,015 

276,074 276,074 

2,434 
765,931 
858,417 
85,993 

2,434 
732,234 
727,280 
85,993 

* Records were not m aintained prior to January 1, 1978. Assets on hatld at January 1, 1978 were placed on books 

at estim ated costs. 



 



 



 

TOW N OF BERNICE 
ETARY FUN D TYPE - ENTI~ 
COM PARA TIVE BALANCE SHEET 
D ECEM BER 31. 2000 AN D 1999 

,lABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities 

Current (Payable from Current Assets) 
Accounts Payable 
Payroll Taxes Payable 
Sales Tax Payable 
M eter Deposits 
Due to General Fund 

TOTAL CURRENT (PAYABLE FROM  CURRENT ASSET~ 

Current (Payable from Restricted Assets) 
Bond Payable - FRA  - Current 
Accrued Interest 

Bond Payable - FHA - Long-term 

TO TAl. IJABILITIES 

Fund Equity 
Contributed Capital 

Contributions from Grants 
Contributions from M unicipality 

Retained Earnings 
Reserve for Replacem ent and Extension 

Reserve for FHA W ater improvem ent 
Unreserved 

TOTAL FUN D EOU 1TY 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EOUITY 

37 

2000 1999 

5,607 
184 
515 

26,925 
10,880 
44,111 

9,270 
8,387 

662,085 

8,314 
198 
457 

22,495 
6,760 
38,224 

8,732 
8,276 

671,579 

723,853 726,811 

1,370,159 
352,982 

29,212 
34,971 

(740,133) 

1,370,159 
352,982 

26,596 
32,493 

(669,217) 

1,047,191 1,113,013 

1,771,044 1,839,824 


